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Our Purpose

Vibrant Faith Ministries (VFM) equips congregations, households and individuals to live a vibrant faith in Jesus Christ and share the Christian faith among all generations. 
Our Values

· Christian faith is formed by the power of the Holy Spirit through personal, trusted relationships.

· The Christian church is a living partnership between the congregation and the home.

· Biblically-grounded and research-informed faith practices guide the development of faith formation for households and congregations. 

· Empowered leaders in homes, congregations and communities transform the world in Jesus’ name.

· High quality service delivered with honesty and integrity.  

Our Outcomes

· Christian disciples are authentic, available and affirming. 

· Christian faith formed and lived through caring conversations, devotions, service, rituals and traditions.  

Priorities for Grants
· Support VFM’s educational delivery system.

· Identify, nurture and launch emergent new leaders and ministries.

· Support, serve and dialogue with potentially transformational underserved and multi-cultural ministries.

Grant proposals must demonstrate that they are addressing one or more of these priorities as well as the overall mission of VFM. Grant proposals are reviewed quarterly and distributed across an ecumenical audience.
What is Not Funded?
Grants may only be used for VFM-related programs, services and ministries. VFM grants will NOT fund salaries, brick and mortar projects, or the purchase of technological equipment. VFM grants support ministries, not individuals. 
Examples of Grant Recipients
· An emergent, long-term ministry opportunity (seeding).

· On-the-cusp of rapid expansion and exemplary/innovative ministry (turbo-charging).
· A ministry representing a demographic that would expand the learning and insights of VFM.

· A congregation, cluster of congregations, and/or judicatory.

Criteria for Evaluating Grant Applications Received by Congregations/Ministries
· The congregation/ministry demonstrates a commitment to living and sharing a vibrant faith across generations as well as personal and organizational revitalization.

· The congregation/ministry demonstrates capable and committed leadership that is willing to learn, or is growing in understanding and practice of the VFM vision and model.

· The congregation/ministry demonstrates a willingness and capability to grow, change, experiment and learn.

· The congregation/ministry demonstrates an economic need. VFM grants typically cover up to 50 percent of the costs of any project where there is demonstrated financial need. Exceptions to this may be based upon special need or circumstance.

· The congregation/ministry identifies another congregation/ministry that it will partner with to pass along its VFM principles, practices and learnings (pay it forward).

Expectations of the Congregations/Ministries that Receive a VFM Grant
· The congregation/ministry reports their progress to VFM on a six-month and year-end basis.

· When training is involved, the congregation/ministry invites representatives from at least three other congregations/ministries to participate in the VFM-led event. For example, a grant recipient hosting a Milestones Ministry event must recruit leaders from three other congregations/ministries to attend and provide VFM with an attendance list.

· The congregation/ministry submits detailed outcomes, strategies, budgets, timelines, evaluation procedures, and lines of accountability. The congregation/ministry must present a realistic, quantifiable plan for achieving desired ministry outcomes.
· The congregation/ministry must provide a picture (of the congregation, event participants or planning team) along with a brief letter identifying how the grant funds furthered their ministry efforts and nurtured a culture of vibrant faith principles and practices.
Application Process

1. Review Vibrant Faith Ministries’ criteria and expectations.

2. Complete the Vibrant Faith Ministries’ application form.

3. Send the completed application form to:

Paul Hill, Executive Director                                                                                                    Vibrant Faith Ministries, 1601 West Old Shakopee Road, Minneapolis, MN 55431

4. Contact Paul Hill at phill@vibrantfaith.org to confirm receipt. 
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