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Passions and Trajectory:


I have spent 37 years studying and doing ministry in the area of youth and families.   My sense of call in this regard developed while working at Wilderness Canoe Base in my late teens. This call is deeply rooted in my conviction to further establish an ecclesiological paradigm committed to the development of lay leaders, as well as public ministers, dedicated to the evangelical task of passing on the faith to the emerging generations. This call has lead to a wide and varied journey of ministries with youth and families including:
· The development and directorship of the Center for Youth Ministries of 

Wartburg Theological Seminary, 1994-2005
· Serving as affiliated faculty on the Children, Youth and Family Ministry team of Luther Seminary, presently
· The co-development of the congregational consulting programs “Hand-in-Hand:    Partnering Home and Congregation for Faith Formation” and “Four Key Weekend Congregational Consultations”

· An extensive (120 travel days per year) speaking and lecture regimen 

· The establishment of the Youth and Family Ministry Certification School system for lay leaders

· The development of the Wartburg Seminary Youth Leadership School

· Teaching at the undergraduate and graduate level in youth and family ministry

· Co-development of an online course in youth ministry 

· Consultations with the Lutheran Church of Guyana, South America

· Camping Ministries
ACA certified camp director

Executive director, Lutherdale Bible Camp, Elkhorn, WI   1981-1990 

Board member and chair, EWALU Bible Camp and Retreat Center, 


Strawberry Point, IA   1991-1996
Board member, Mt. Cross Lutheran Camp, Fulton, CA   1980

· Financial Development 
Annual fund of Lutherdale Bible Camp

New Wineskins Capital Campaign at Lutherdale Bible Camp-$1 million

Associate Director of Development, Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, IA,

1990-1994, responsible for annual fund and planned giving 
Developer and Grant Writer of the Bishops’ Initiative for Raising

Up Leaders (Six synods of Wisconsin)-$1.2 million in grants from


Lutheran Siebert Foundation 

Lilly Endowment for Vocational Development-$225,000

Arthur Vining Davis Foundation-$240,000

Thrivent Grants for the Center for Youth Ministries-$100,000

· Pastoral Ministry 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Denver, CO   1977-1980

Trinity Lutheran Church, Oakland, CA   1980-81 
· Churchwide Youth Gathering Team Leader 

Interaction center   2000, 2003, 2006 
· Development of ELCA Youth and Family Ministry partnerships and 
infrastructures

· Research projects 
Lutheran Men in Mission Young Male Spirituality study

· Writing books  (see below)    
· Development of video resources 
· Doctoral studies
General Background:


Born in 1951, I was raised in Hibbing, Minnesota, and attended Our Saviors Lutheran Church throughout my childhood and adolescent years.   I am the younger of two children. My father was a teacher and my mother a bank executive.  I competed in high school athletics (swimming) and was selected for the all-state band (French horn).


While attending Wartburg Seminary, Elaine Ottmers and I were married in 1975. We are blessed with two children, Joshua (25) and Amber (22).  Elaine is a nurse and senior representative for Merck and Company, Inc.

I enjoy anything that has to do with being outdoors especially canoeing, mountain biking, running, cutting and splitting wood, downhill skiing, snowshoeing and boating.   In addition, I’m a disciplined exerciser enjoying weight training, racquetball and the martial arts.  My reading interests include the usual academic fare in my field, with particular attention given to adolescent brain development.  Early church history, Luther’s writings and the requisite Grisham, Ludlum, Baldacci, or Clancy novels fill out the reading venue. 

Finally, I am a student of the American cultures.  I am fascinated, intrigued and occasionally horrified by the American experiment and its place and impact on the world.  I read everything from biographies on American presidents and civil war novels, to Rolling Stone and watching iconic TV programs.   As a practical theologian, the interface between context and text, or between cultural narratives and the Gospel meta-narrative, provides much to reflect upon and discern.

Academic Background:

Bachelor of Arts, 1973, St. Olaf College: major-psychology, minor-Asian studies.


A significant and formative part of this educational experience took place in 1972-73 when I traveled around the world for five months as a part of the Global Semester program.  I studied in and/or toured Italy, Greece, Israel, Ethiopia, Sri Lanka, India, Nepal, Burma, Thailand, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Japan.
Master of Divinity, 1977, Wartburg Theological Seminary

I was invited to take part in the Denver House of Studies program in Colorado while at the same time serving as youth minister at Our Saviors Lutheran Church.  I interned at Decorah Lutheran Church, Decorah, Iowa. In my senior year I was student assistant to Dr. Duane Priebe.
Doctor of Ministry, 2004, Luther Theological Seminary:


Thesis: The Excited Imaginations and Existential Struggles of Early Adolescent Males and the Missiological Implications for the Church.


Dr. Roland Martinson, doctoral advisor

Additional Certifications:

Certified Camp Director, The American Camping Association

Certified Adventure Facilitator, Adventure Based Experiential Education, Inc

Certified Peer Ministry Basics, Youth and Family Institute

Certified Prepare and Enrich 
Ministries:

1968-1971: 
Assistant guide and guide, Wilderness Canoe Base, BWCA, Minnesota
1974: 
       
Whitewater canoe guide, Lutheran Outdoor Ministries of the Southwest, 


Kerrville, Texas

1975: 
       
Program director, Lutheran Outdoor Ministries of the Southwest, Camp 


Chrysalis, Kerrville, Texas
1977-1980:     
Associate Pastor, Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Denver, Colorado.
· In this capacity I served as a Bible study leader at Sky Ranch, statewide 



coordinator for Encounter School of the West (a service oriented project 


designed to assisted victims of the Big Thompson Canyon Flood), 



and co-coordinator of a statewide initiative to address hunger and 



poverty.

1980-1981:
Pastor of Outreach, Trinity Lutheran Church, Oakland, California
· I developed outreach strategies and programs relating to African- American, Chinese, and Caucasian audiences, including the establishment of a before/after school program.

1981-1990: 
Executive Director of Lutherdale Bible Camp, Elkhorn, Wisconsin

· Lutherdale was the fourth largest ELCA outdoor ministry, but it was struggling financially and programmatically. I provided leadership in accrediting the camp, completing a million dollar capital campaign, broadly expanding the program ministries, increasing enrollments, reducing a sizeable debt, and renovating or building new facilities.

1990-1994:
Associate Director of Development at Wartburg Theological Seminary

· This time of oasis from youth and family ministry reconfirmed my sense of call back into it, thus creating the dis-ease which eventually led to the establishment of the Center for Youth Ministries of Wartburg Seminary.
1994-2005:
Developer and director of the Center for Youth Ministries of Wartburg 


Seminary.

· Working at the Center for Youth Ministries took my passions and call into areas I never imagined.  The Center is based upon a simple theological and delivery system concept: train a tidal wave of lay leaders (the priesthood of all believers) in youth and family ministry and deliver that training to anyone, anywhere, anytime and anyhow.  
· We completed 40 youth and family ministry certification schools (three weeks long/school) with over 700 participants based upon a 200 page training manual.  This school is held throughout the country and involves college, synod and camp partnerships.  
· A series of congregational consultations now exist (Hand-in-Hand, Four Key).
· Books and resources have been written to support our training. 

· An extensive teaching, lecturing and public speaking regimen is now in place.
2005-Present:  Affiliated Faculty with the Children, Youth and Family Ministry team 



of Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN

· I teach 2.5 credits per year (half-time load) in the Master’s degree program

· Currently developing a Master’s degree focus in Outdoor Ministries  

· Able to supervise students through the Doctor of Ministry level of study
· Responsible for the development and implementation of retreats and community life for the Master’s degree students
Publications:

Articles:

“The Right Mission Decision”, Seeds of Fire, 1987
 “Helps for Youth Workers”, ELCA Gathering Program Planning Guide, 1991-92

“Ten Partnership Benefits”, Voices of the Congregation, 1993

“An Introduction to Servant Events”, ELCA Gathering Program Guide, 1993

Books:
ELCA Outdoor Ministries Summer Camp Bible Study, (Augsburg Fortress) 1991-92
Certification School Manual, writer and editor, Wartburg Seminary, 1994 and upgrades  

Up the Creek With a Paddle: Building Effective Youth and Family Ministry; contributing 


editor, (Augsburg Fortress, 1998)

Across the Generations: contributing writer, chapter 9 (includes CD-Rom) (Augsburg


Fortress, 2001)

The Difficult but Indispensable Church: contributing writer, chapter 15, (Augsburg 
Fortress, 2002).
Frogs Without Legs Can’t Hear: Nurturing Disciples in Home and Congregation; co-
author with Dr. David Anderson, (Augsburg Fortress, 2003)
Coming of Age: Exploring Identity and Spirituality in Younger Men; co-author with Dr.

David Anderson and Dr. Roland Martinson, (Augsburg Fortress, 2006)

Videos and Tapes:
“Getting Comfortable in Youth and Family Ministry”, Resource Audio Cassette Series,


(Augsburg Fortress, 1993)

“The Nurturing Congregation”, Practically Speaking Audio Cassette Series, (Augsburg 


Fortress, 1995).

Operation Fuzzy Squirrel: Effective Youth Ministry Practices; co-producer, Augsburg 
Fortress, 2003  (video)
Courses:
MN 252: An Introduction to Youth Ministry (Wartburg Seminary)
MN 253: Youth Ministry: The Family Sequel (Wartburg Seminary)
MN 255: Adventure Education and Youth Ministry (Wartburg Seminary)
Certification School

CY 4515: Children, Youth and Family Ministry and the Ecclesiology of the Church
YM 4552: Adventure Education in Ministry with Youth

YM 4554: Adventure Education and Theological Reflection

CY 4550: Home and Congregation

Significant Speaking Engagements and Lectures
Youth Ministry Network Extravaganzas: I speak or do workshops at this event every year
Wartburg Seminary Luther Academy Lectures, 1997 
Princeton Forum, 1997 
Youth and Family Summer Institute, 1997, 2002

Pacifica Synod Gathering, 2003

Pacific Lutheran College Summer Theological Conference, 2004

Northern Illinois Synod Gathering, 2006
Wisconsin Bishops’ Initiative Pastoral Theological Conferences, 2004-2005: (all six 


Synods)

Bethany College Leadership Academy, 2000, 2003
Rural Ministry Conference, Wartburg Seminary, 2004

Multiple youth and family synod events

Partnerships:


Throughout the development of the Center for Youth Ministries I worked to develop many ongoing partnerships to create a movement as well as an educational resource for youth and family ministry within the ELCA.  The key to effective youth and family ministry within the ELCA is the ongoing commitment of leaders to continue to learn and grow, the ongoing mentoring and training of future leaders, and the willingness to develop partnerships and coalitions built around a common enthusiasm and passion for nurturing the faith of those in the first third of life.  The following list represents the various formal and informal partnerships I have developed
Augustana College-Sioux Falls

Bethany College-Lindsborg, Kansas 

Trinity Lutheran College-Seattle

Wartburg College-Waverly

All six synods of Wisconsin

South Dakota Synod

Grand Canyon Synod

Texas/Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod

Youth and Family Institute

Luther Seminary

Gettysburg Seminary

Lilly Foundation

Thrivent

Arthur Vining Davis Foundation

Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, Vero Beach, Florida

References:

Dr. Roland Martinson
Luther Seminary
2481 Como Ave. 
St. Paul, MN
651-641-3207

Bishop April Larson

La Crosse Area Synod

3462 Losey Blvd. S.

La Crosse, WI   54601-7217

608-788-5000   

Dr. Ralph Quere

Wartburg Theological Seminary

PO Box 5004

Dubuque, Iowa  52004

563-589-0307

